[Efficacy of gefitinib on advanced non-small cell lung cancer of bilateral diffuse or unilateral giant mass type].
No more survival improvement could be obtained in advanced non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) today with chemotherapy or radiotherapy. Clinical trails showed the antitumor effect of gefitinib on NSCLC with individual differences. This study was to select NSCLC patients of suitable type by comparing the efficacy of gefitinib on advanced NSCLC of bilateral diffuse type and unilateral giant mass type. Fifty advanced NSCLC patients of bilateral diffuse type (20 cases) and unilateral mass type (30 cases) received treatment of gefitinib. The efficacy of gefitinib on advanced NSCLC between the 2 groups was compared. The median time to symptom improvement was significantly shorter in bilateral diffuse group than in unilateral mass group (4 days vs. 7 days, P<0.01). The disease control rate was significantly higher in bilateral diffuse group than in unilateral mass group (75% vs. 20%, P<0.01). The median progression-free time was significantly longer in bilateral diffuse group than in unilateral mass group (9.5 months vs. 3.6 months, P<0.01). Drug-related adverse events were similar in the 2 groups. Gefitinib is more effective to bilateral diffuse type NSCLC than to unilateral giant mass type NSCLC. It can be considered as the second-line medicine for bilateral diffuse type NSCLC.